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Contemporary Indigenous Peoples’  
Legal Rights to Water  
in the Americas and Australasia
Guest Editor: Jacinta Ruru, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand
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LEE GODDEN 
MAHALA GUNTHER
University of Melbourne, Australia

Indigenous peoples and water rights: does the
United Nations’ adoption of the Declaration on
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This special issue of The Journal of Water Law brings together a group of experts from several 
countries to explore Indigenous peoples’ rights to water. 
In Australia, Canada, New Zealand and other countries, specific legal rights of indigenous peoples are beginning to be 
more accepted with the passing of legislative directives and the development of recognition jurisprudence.

As examined in this special issue, Indigenous peoples throughout the world are 
strongly voicing a right to be involved in ownership, management and governance 
of freshwater. However, as well as property rights, Indigenous peoples are also 
claiming human and environmental rights to water and this is now an important 
issue in many countries.

Seven articles in 76 pages explore how Indigenous peoples are seeking legal 
recognition of their rights, whether through judicial enforcement of historical 
treaties, the common law doctrine of native title or international law, while 
remedies can also lie in political negotiation and resulting specific legislative 
settlements.
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first published in 1993 - published bi-monthly
The Journal of Water Law monitors the increasingly complex legal and 
policy regimes for the prevention of pollution, the control of supply, the 
management of wastewaster and the protection of the environment.

There is wide ranging coverage of long-term issues such as:

• Marine conservation and management

• The reform of national water law within a global policy agenda

• Sustainable water use

• Off-shore policy development and marine spatial planning

• Climate change and renewable energy

• Flood controls

Among important subjects that are regularly examined in Water Law:

Pollution control - river basin planning - sewerage - pesticide use - conservation, SSSIs 
and SPAs and species protection - fish farming - coastal erosion
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An information service and commentary on the legal developments 
surrounding water provison and user rights and liabilities

See www.lawtext.com for current contents and sample issues
Contents
• Articles and case commentaries
• Strategic issues – UK, Scottish and EU
• Current Survey
• Legal update – water law at a glance

Essential reading for:
Regulatory, corporate and utlities lawyers, legal 
and insurance advisors, enforcement agencies, 
consultants and researchers working in the 
water-related and environmental fields.
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the protection, management of 
international and national waters
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