CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS

Cultivating Morality: Human Beings, Nature and the World
International Conference on Moral Education,

Nanjing International Conference Hotel, 24-28 October 2010
Journal of Moral Education 40th anniversary conference 

Association for Moral Education 37th annual conference

Asia Pacific Network for Moral Education 6th annual conference

All human beings experience a call to morality. It is deeply embedded in cultural and religious traditions, drawing human beings into relationship with each other, and with nature and the world.  How can we best cultivate morality and what role does formal education have to play? To what extent does morality develop naturally, even genetically? Or is it socially constructed, and best left to families and other agents of socialisation to cultivate? If education does have a role in cultivating morality, what form should it take in the globalising world of the 21st Century with its many old and new ethical challenges, including the rapidly increasing population and demands of human beings that are running up against the limitations of nature and the world to sustain? What should the goals, function and experiences of contemporary moral education be? 

1. Conference Themes

Participants are invited to explore the Conference Title, and the important issues it raises for moral cultivation and moral development, as suggested in the following illustrative themes: 

· Educational: formal and informal moral education in practice in school and higher education and in families and communities; teaching and learning strategies (e.g. textbooks, discussion); moral education theories; putting moral education policy into practice; moral education curricula and programmes; teacher, parent and community education for moral education; lifelong learning;

· Philosophical: Eastern, Western and African philosophies and traditions, including the role of Confucianism in the Chinese value system, analytical, linguistic, Continental philosophy, virtue ethics, education of the emotions; liberalism; socialist materialism; applied ethics, especially environmental ethics and professional ethics;

· Psychological: moral motivation, moral judgement; moral behaviour, moral identity, moral development; affective learning, counselling; psychological theories of moral learning, behaviour and development;

· Social and anthropological: children; the family, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, community life; cooperation and conflict; globalisation;

· Neurobiological and neuroethical: moral implications of brain biology; bioethics;

· Ecological and cosmological: environmental; the unity of parts making the whole; ‘man’s’ place in nature; lifestyle; sustainability;

· Spiritual: the transcendent and immanent in relation to religion and culture; harmony as an ethical value;

· Aesthetic: the poetic, musical, artistic, film;

· Religious: the sacred and divine; the role of religion (e.g. Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam) in morality and moral education;

· Secular: the traditional, modern, post-modern and their interrelationship; materialism and ethics; humanism; influence of the Internet; role of the media;

· Historical and cultural: customs and traditions, past and present; cultural diversity within and between societies and nations; cross-cultural studies;

· Political, civic and legal: the role of democracy; socialist ethics; individual and civic rights and responsibilities; citizenship education; social justice; civic engagement; rights within international law.

In the last 40 years –since the Journal of Moral Education was established– there has been a growing consciousness of the relationship between human beings and nature, and an awareness of the need to work with, rather than against nature for the survival of future generations and the sustainability of the planet. Old questions in Eastern, Western and African philosophy about ‘man’s’ place in nature have been revived with renewed purchase in the 21st century. With increased globalisation, ethical questions about the relation between individuals, human interaction, social development, nation states and multinational corporations across the world take on new meaning. How should fairness and caring be interpreted and nurtured given wide disparities between peoples, environments, life opportunities? What meaning should be given to respect, responsibility and rights in different cultural and political contexts? Does the importance of biodiversity have any parallels in the cultural and moral worlds?

As we reflect on 40 years of the Journal of Moral Education and the Association of Moral Education, what have we learnt so far in terms of theory, research and practice in moral education and development; what needs critique, what works, what is of lasting worth?  As we go forward in an interconnected academic world –which recognises the contributions of East and West, North and South– what are the goals of cultivating morality, what are likely new directions and what can we hope to achieve? Within the world frame what should be the national and local aims and role of moral education at all levels of formal education, in non-formal and informal learning across the lifespan, and in terms of lifelong learning and learning from life? What contributions do the various disciplines in the field of moral education and development make to our understanding of human beings and our relation with all aspects of the natural world? Holding this international conference in China, under the auspices of the Asia Pacific Network for Moral Education, we shall reflect on how different cultural contexts and experiences affect our perceptions of and views on cultivating morality. As cultural and moral boundaries become more porous with global migration, the Internet and the media, how do we acknowledge and appreciate similarities and differences?  Are there moral universals, or is everything just relative in a post-modern world? 

2. Type of Presentation

Proposals in the following categories which promote discussion on these important issues, especially across cultural and disciplinary boundaries, are welcome:

· Individual papers: these are individually submitted proposals that will be grouped thematically or by discipline by the Programme Committee for 90-minute sessions; usually each presenter will be allowed 15-20 minutes presentation time; there will be discussion time after all the presentations; the Programme Committee will invite and assign a Chair for each session;

· Symposia: cross-cultural, cross-disciplinary or with a common topic or theme; organised by the submitter, who will typically be the session chair; usually symposia will have 3 or 4 presenters, maybe a discussant, but must also allow for interactive discussion with the audience over the 90-minute session;

· Roundtables: topics in the conference themes for discussion, possibly at meal times or during the evening: the organiser would take responsibility for making a presentation and leading an interactive discussion; roundtables might also include discussion of textbooks and other materials; programme introductions and practices; guidance on use of assessment methods;
· Poster presentations: on the conference themes, as well as theoretical, empirical and practical work in progress (see section on the website regarding poster information).

It is intended that the Association for Moral Education will organise a pre-conference workshop on a topic related to the conference theme and that the Association for Moral Education and the Asia-Pacific Network will co-organise a mentoring workshop for students and for colleagues whose first language is not English wishing to get their papers published in English language journals. If you are interested to act as a mentor please email Dr Monica Taylor on jmoraled@onetel.com
3. Proposal Submission

Proposals should be submitted in English in Microsoft Word via the Conference Website submission template: http:nanjing2011.org/  by 31st March 2011:
· title; 
· an abstract of 150 words, suitable for inclusion in the conference program;
· for individual submissions: an outline paper of 300 words indicating, as appropriate: the background context, literature, argument, research questions, methods, analysis, conclusions and implications for moral education and development;

· for symposia: a 300-word outline of each paper plus a 200-word rationale for the symposium as a whole; 
· the themes addressed, as in 1. above (tick as many as appropriate);
· the category of presentation proposed,  as in 2 above (tick the relevant box(es));

· indicate your media needs: overhead and LCD projectors will be provided;

· author(s) and institution(s) and full contact details of the corresponding proposer. 
Proposals received after the due date cannot be assured full consideration.

By submitting a proposal it will be assumed that:

· if your proposal is accepted you are able and willing to participate fully in the conference and will make every effort to do so; and if this should prove impossible that you undertake to let the Programme Coordinator know at the earliest opportunity; 

· unless clearly stated in the Notes section of the online submission template, that you would be available to present at any time during the conference Monday 24th afternoon to Friday 28th October 2011 lunchtime;

· you will email your presentation to the local conference organiser’s contact email no later than 17th October 2011; bring it on a memory stick to the conference and bring at least 10 copies for distribution at your presentation; bring your laptop if you intend to use PowerPoint.

The corresponding author will receive an automatic numbered acknowledgement on submission.

Proposers are limited to two submissions. If submitting more than one proposal please indicate the order of preference in case it is only possible to accommodate one. 

Proposals will be considered by the NJ2011 Programme Committee which comprises: members of the Journal of Moral Education Editorial Board and its peer-review referee list, Association for Moral Education Board, Asia-Pacific Moral Education Executive Committee, together with colleagues from the Research Institute for Moral Education Nanjing Normal University and the Centre for Ethical Studies, Renmin University of China (see the website for more information).

The Programme Committee plans to notify corresponding authors of its decisions by 31st May. The Committee’s decision will be final.

4. Cultural and Social Activities
The conference organisers also plan a complementary cultural and social programme. In addition to visits to local cultural and historic sites of interest we intend to offer some Chinese and intercultural presentations and activities. If you have any talent in music, singing, painting, calligraphy, poetry, story telling, dance, etc., which can be related to the conference theme and which you would be happy to demonstrate, present or share with others, please contact jmoraled@onetel.com
The international conference organising team look forward to welcoming you to this unique and special event in Nanjing, China in 2011.

