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Rise of ISIL and Areas of 
Occupation in  both Iraq 

and Syria

5/28/2015 2



http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/the-islamic-state-is-fraying-from-within/2015/03/08/0003a2e0-c276-11e4-a188-8e4971d37a8d_story.html
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Source: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/ReducedOperatingAreas0315.pdf

DoD: Iraq and Syria: 
ISIL’s Reduced 
Operating Areas as of 
March 2015

Note: Our judgment as to 
which group has dominant 
influence over a particular 
city is based on a body of 
unclassified sources that 
we deem reliable.

Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant’s (ISIL)
frontlines in much of 
northern and central Iraq 
have been pushed back since 
August.

ISIL can no longer operate 
freely in roughly 20-25 
percent of populated areas 
of Iraqi territory where they 
once could.

These areas translate into 
approximately 
11,000-13,500 square 
kilometers (4,100-5,200 
square miles). However, 
because of the dynamic 
nature of the conflict in Iraq 
and Syria, this estimate could 
be higher or lower 
depending on daily 
fluctuations in the battle 
lines. 

With the exception of its 
withdrawal from ‘Ayn al 
‘Arab 
and Tall Hamis, ISIL’s area of 
influence in Syria remains 
largely unchanged.
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Sourcehttp://www
.defense.gov/hom
e/features/2014/0
814_iraq/

DoD: Iraq and 
Syria: ISIL’s 
Reduced 
Operating Areas 
as of April 2015

The Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant’s 
(ISIL) frontlines in much 
of northern and central 
Iraq have been pushed 
back since August 
2014.
ISIL can no longer 
operate freely in 
roughly 25 to 30 
percent of populated 
areas of Iraqi territory 
where it once could. 

These areas translate 
into approximately 
13,000 to 17,000 
square kilometers 
(or 5,000 to 6,500 
square miles). 

However, because of 
the dynamic nature of 
the conflict in Iraq and 
Syria, this estimate 
could increase or 
decrease depending on 
daily fluctuations in 
the battle lines. 

ISIL’s area of influence 
in Syria remains largely 
unchanged, with its 
gains in As Suwayda’, 
Damascus Countryside, 
and Homs Provinces 
offset by losses in 
Halab and Al Hasakah
Province

http://www.defense.g
ov/home/features/201
4/0814_iraq/20150410
_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Ap
proved.pdf. 5/28/2015 5

http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/20150410_ISIL_Map_Unclass_Approved.pdf


, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391
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Air Campaign 
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BBC; http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034, May 20, 2015
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034


Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Source: http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/
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Source; 
http://www.defense.gov/home/features/2014/0814_iraq/Airpower_30_April_2015.pdf
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Fighting in Iraq
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Iraq Country Profile: (CIA World Factbook, May 2015)

• Population: 32,585,692 (July 2014 est.)

• Youth Bulge: 56.3%: 0-14 years: 36.7% (male 6,093,069/female 5,878,590); 15-24 
years: 19.6% (male 3,237,212/female 3,142,202)

• Entering Labor Force Annually: male: 332,194; female: 322,010 (2010 est.)

• Ethnic Divisions: Arab 75%-80%, Kurdish 15%-20%, Turkoman, Assyrian, or other 
5%

• Sectarian Divisions: Muslim (official) 99% (Shia 60%-65%, Sunni 32%-37%), 
Christian 0.8% (cut 50% since 2003), Hindu <.1, Buddhist <.1, Jewish <.1, folk 
religion <.1, unafilliated .1, other <.1 

• Urbanization: 69.4% (3.01% per year) 

• GDP vs. Labor Force: agriculture: 3.3%, industry: 64.5%, services: 32.2% (2014 
est.) versus agriculture: 21.6%, industry: 18.7%, services: 59.8% (2008 est.)

• GDP: $505.4B (PPP 2014) $232.2B (2014 Official Exchange Rate)

• Per Capita Income: $14,100 (2014 in $2013) (109th in the world)

• Budget: revenues: $101.4 billion; expenditures: $94.58 billion (2014 est.)

• Taxes & Other Revenues: 43.6% of GDP 

• Exports vs. Imports: $94.43 billion(84% crude oil) vs. $62.34 billion

• Direct Unemployment: 16% (2012)

• Poverty Level: 25% (2008)

• Transparency International Global Corruption Ranking: 170th worst of 175 
countries
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Demographic Pressures on Iraq

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base (IDB), http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php, Accessed May 20, 2015.
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Population Growth Rate

(percent)
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World Bank Rankings of Failed Governance in 
Iraq

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Iraq: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports. 
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http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports


World Bank Global Ranking of Ease of Doing Business in 
Iraq in 2015: 156th worst of 185 Countries 

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Iraqhttp://www.doingbusiness.org/data/exploreeconomies/iraq, 21.5.15. 
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UNDP Ranking of Human Development Indicators in Iraq in 2015: 120th

worst of 187 Countries 

UNDP, Human Development Indicators, http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/IRQ, 21.5.15. 

5/28/2015
17



IMF Summary Data on Iraq in 2015
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IMF, 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2015/01/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=74&pr.y=8&sy=2013&ey=2020&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=count
ry&ds=.&br=1&c=512%2C433%2C463%2C474&s=NGDP_RPCH%2CNGDPD%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CPCPIPCH%2CTM_RPCH%2CTX_RPCH%2
CLUR%2CLP%2CGGR_NGDP%2CGGX_NGDP%2CGGXWDN_NGDP%2CGGXWDG_NGDP%2CBCA%2CBCA_NGDPD&grp=0&a=EM, 21.5.15. 



The Myth of Iraqi Oil Wealth
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OPEC Revenues Fact Sheet, eia.gov.; http://www.ogj.com/articles/2015/04/eia-opec-s-net-oil-export-revenues-declined-11-in-2014.html

The Energy Information Administration (EIA) estimates 
that, excluding Iran, members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) earned about 
$730 billion in net oil export revenues (unadjusted for 
inflation) in 2014 . This represents an 11% decline from 
the $824 billion earned in 2013, largely because of the 
decline in average annual crude oil prices, and to a 
lesser extent from decreases in the amount of OPEC net 
oil exports. This was the lowest earnings for the group 
since 2010. 
. 
For 2015, EIA projects that OPEC net oil export revenues 
(excluding Iran) could fall further to about $380 billion in 
2015 (unadjusted for inflation) as a result of the much 
lower annual crude oil prices expected in 2015, a 48% 
drop from 2014. 

For Iraq – assuming no military problems, this means a 
drop from $87 billion in 2014 to $45.2 billion. 

On a per capita basis, OPEC (excluding Iran) net oil 
export earnings are expected to decline by half from 
about out $2,186 in 2014 to $1,114 in 2015. OPEC net 
oil export revenues in 2015 are based on projections of 
global oil prices and OPEC production levels from EIA's 
March 2015 ShortTerm Energy Outlook (STEO). 

Iraq’s per capita oil income in 2014 was $,2682, 
compared to $7,900 for Saudi Arabia,  $25,362 for 
Kuwait, and $36,013 for Qatar. If EIA is right, it will 
drop to $1,368 in 2015.

EIA does estimate that  OPEC revenues will rebound to 
$515 billion in 2016,  with the expected rebound in 
crude oil prices. (+36%)



Source: http://reliefweb.int/map/iraq/iraq-relative-population-density-23-july-2014

Iraq Population Density (UN OCHA) 7/2014 
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Source: New York Times, Updated 
May 11, 
2015http://www.nytimes.com/inter
active/2014/06/12/world/middleeas
t/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-
photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentColl
ection=Middle%20East&region=Foot
er&configSection=article&isLoggedI
n=false&moduleDetail=undefined&
pgtype=Multimedia

Sectarian 
Divisions 

in Iraq
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Source: New York Times, Updated May 20, 2015; http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html

ISIS Control of Iraq: May 20, 2015

South Yemen was a separate country until 1990. The northwest, an area historically called Yemen, is mostly Shiite. The southeast, known as Hadramawt, is 
home to a mostly Sunni population. “Yemen and the Hadramawt have seldom been part of the same political entity in the past and have maintained 
separate identities for a long time,” said Michael Izady, a historian and cultural geographer who has mapped ethnicity and religion for Columbia University.
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Source: New York Times, Updated May 11, 2015http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&configSection=article&isLoggedIn=false&moduleDetail=undefined&pgtype=Multimedia

The “Kurdish Problem:” April 7, 2015

5/28/2015 23



Source: START Global Terrorism Database, National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/; 

Rise of Iraqi Terrorism: 1970-2013

http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/


Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html, May 20, 2015

Fall of Ramadi and Approaches to Baghdad 
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487


Source: New York 
Times, Updated May 
20, 2015; 
http://www.nytimes.
com/interactive/2014
/06/12/world/middle
east/the-iraq-isis-
conflict-in-maps-
photos-and-
video.html

Northern 
Approaches to 
Baghdad and 
Key Points in 
2014 Fighting 
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Source: New York Times, Updated May 11, 2015http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-
video.html?action=click&contentCollection=Middle%20East&region=Footer&configSection=article&isLoggedIn=false&moduleDetail=undefined&pgtype=Multimedia

Sectarian Division of Baghdad: 2003-2009
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http://reliefweb.int/map/iraq/iraq-idp-crisis-iom-dtm-dashboard-displacement-flows-april-25-2015-0
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http://reliefweb.int/map/iraq/iraq-idp-crisis-iom-dtm-dashboard-displacement-flows-april-25-2015-0
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Fighting in Syria
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Syria Country Profile: (CIA World Factbook, May 2015)

• Population: 17,951,639 (July 2014 est.)

• Youth Bulge: 53.3%: 0-14 years: 33.1% (male 3,046,922/female 2,898,060); 15-24 
years: 20.2% (male 1,833,802/female 1,789,854)

• Entering Labor Force Annually: 

• Ethnic Divisions: Arab 90.3%, Kurds, Armenians, and other 9.7%

• Sectarian Divisions: Muslim 87% (official; includes Sunni 74% and Alawi, Ismaili, 
and Shia 13%), Christian (includes Orthodox, Uniate, and Nestorian) 10% 
(includes Orthodox, Uniate, and Nestorian), Druze 3%, Jewish (few remaining in 
Damascus and Aleppo)

• Urbanization: 57.3% (1.37% per year) 

• GDP vs. Labor Force: GDP: $107.6 (PPP 2011) $64.7B (2011 Official Exchange 
Rate)

• Per Capita Income: $5,100 (2011 in $2011) (165th in the world)

• Budget:

• Taxes & Other Revenues:

• Exports vs. Imports: 

• Direct Unemployment: 33% (2014)

• Poverty Level: 11.9% (2009)

• Transparency International Global Corruption Ranking: 159th worst of 175 
countries
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Demographic Pressures on Syria

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base (IDB), http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php, Accessed May 20, 2015.
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World Bank Rankings of Failed Governance in Syria

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Syria: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports. 
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http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#reports


World Bank Global Ranking of Ease of Doing Business in 
Syria in 2015: 175th worst of 185 Countries 

World Bank, World Wide Governance Indicators, Syria, http://www.doingbusiness.org/data/exploreeconomies/syria , 21.5.15. 
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http://www.doingbusiness.org/data/exploreeconomies/syria


UNDP Ranking of Human Development Indicators in Syria in 2015: 118th

worst of 187 Countries 

UNDP, Human Development Indicatorshttp://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/SYR, 21.5.15. 
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IMF Summary Data on Syria in 2015
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IMF, 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2015/01/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=74&pr.y=8&sy=2013&ey=2020&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=count
ry&ds=.&br=1&c=512%2C433%2C463%2C474&s=NGDP_RPCH%2CNGDPD%2CNGDPDPC%2CPPPPC%2CPCPIPCH%2CTM_RPCH%2CTX_RPCH%2
CLUR%2CLP%2CGGR_NGDP%2CGGX_NGDP%2CGGXWDN_NGDP%2CGGXWDG_NGDP%2CBCA%2CBCA_NGDPD&grp=0&a=EM, 21.5.15. 



Source: Columbia University Gulf/2000 Project, and http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/08/27/the-one-map-that-shows-why-syria-is-so-
complicated/

The Pre-War Ethnic Sectarian Nightmare in the Levant
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http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/maps.shtml


Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sectarianism_and_minorities_in_the_Syrian_Civil_Warpdf

The Pre-War Ethnic Sectarian Nightmare in the Syria
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Source: START Global Terrorism Database, National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, http://www.start.umd.edu/gtd/

Rise in Terrorism in Syria



Map sources: areas of control and border crossings from the Syria Needs Analysis Project; all other geographical detail from humanitarian organisations and Google, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391

Damascus

Homs

Allepo

Kobane
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http://www.acaps.org/en/pages/syria-snap-project


http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECDM_20150229_Syria_IDPs.pdf

Syrian Refugee and IDB Crisis: March 1, 2015
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, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-22798391
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Syria: The Lights Go Out in
Allepo: 3/2012-12/2014

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/26/world/middleeast/geography-of-chaos-in-yemen-
maps.html
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http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/syria_map_03-31-2015.pdf
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Foreign Volunteers
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http://www.washin
gtonpost.com/world
/middle_east/the-
islamic-state-is-
fraying-from-
within/2015/03/08/
0003a2e0-c276-
11e4-a188-
8e4971d37a8d_stor
y.html

TOTAL: 
21,632
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Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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Source: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/12/world/middleeast/the-iraq-isis-conflict-in-maps-photos-and-video.html, May 20, 2015

NYT Estimate of Foreign Fighters

MENA: 7,500-10,000        FSU: 1,300-2,000
W. Europe: 2,260-2,460   Other: 1,730
Total: 12,790 – 16,190

5/28/2015 48

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32806487


Source: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034
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